[Hyperthyroidism in the aged].
Clinical symptoms in elderly patients with hyperthyroidism are atypical and uncharacteristic. In 13 patients with overt hyperthyroidism a goiter was found in only half the patients, eye signs in just three of them. Tachycardias, sometimes even paroxysmal tachycardias, predominate. In old people the diagnosis of hyperthyroidism is frequently missed, in 11 of 13 patients the disease was diagnosed following transfer to the rehabilitation center. About 50% of patients were iodine contaminated and this may have contributed to the disease. Data are presented to demonstrate that hyperthyroidism in old age may be a life threatening disease.